
FIRE SAFETY AND 
PREVENTION IN 
YOUR HOME



Useful information / Actions for you: 

Every year, thousands of household fires are reported in the 
UK and more than 360 people die in these fires.

One in ten of these fire victims are children. 
However, fire safety is not an issue that 
comes to our minds very often, as we go 
about our daily routine. Yet, in our homes, 
there may be dangers that can take lives 
and destroy our properties.
Rooftop take fire safety very seriously and 
employ experts to undertake Fire Risk 
Assessments in all our communal areas 
within our buildings every 4 years and review 
these annually. Any remedial works 
identified in these are carried out.
We are happy to provide a copy of the fire 
risk assessment for your communal areas if 
you wish to read it. Rooftop employ a 
specialist company to check quarterly all fire 
alarms and six monthly emergency lighting in 
communal areas. In addition to these checks 
Rooftop staff also frequently carry out our 

own checks. We also attend Hereford and 
Worcester Fire and Rescue Housing Forum to 
share best practice with housing providers 
locally.
Most residential fire deaths occur because of 
inhalation of toxic gas, rather than contact 
with flames. The tragedy is that many of 
these deaths could be prevented by taking a 
few precautions.
When considering fire safety within your 
individual home there are several things you 
can do to help protect yourself, family and 
visitors.
Understand the dangers
Most residential fire deaths occur because of 
inhalation of toxic gas, rather than contact 
with flames. The tragedy is that many of 
these deaths could be prevented by taking a 
few precautions.



Follow these safety tips

Smoke alarms are fitted your home, check 
weekly introduce Test it Tuesday. Report 
any damaged or missing smoke detectors 
to us by calling 01386 420800

Make an action plan so that everyone in 
your household knows how to escape in 
the event of a fire

Take care when cooking with hot oil; use a 
temperature-controlled deep fat fryer

Never leave lit candles unattended

Ensure cigarettes are stubbed out and 
disposed of carefully

Never smoke in bed

Keep matches and lighters out of reach of 
children

Have your chimney swept regularly

Take extra care in the kitchen: cooking 
accidents account for 59%of fires in the 
home

Take care when you’re tired or when 
you’re been drinking: half of all deaths in 
domestic fires happen between 10pm and 
8am

Do not plug too many appliances into an 
electrical outlet.

Make sure that combustibles are not too 
close to heaters, stoves and fireplaces.

Close your downstairs doors at night 
before going to bed. Any doors on 
automatic door closers should not be 
propped open.

If you discover a fire

Plan your escape, if your home can exit 
your home, remember don’t tackle the fire 
yourself, get out, stay out, call 999.

Flats may have a stay put policy. You will 
be advised locally if this applies to you. In 
the event of fire, do not stop to get 
dressed or gather valuables. Seconds 
count - do not search for the family pet.

Teach your family that in a fire they must 
stay low to the floor to avoid smoke.

Passageways may be completely filled 
with dense smoke, so everyone should 
practice exiting on their hands and knees 
while blindfolded.

Train family members to feel any closed 
door on the exit route before opening. If 
the door is warm, open it slowly, and close 
it quickly if heat or smoke rushes in.

If you can’t use stairs and are on the 
ground or first floor you may be able to 
lower yourself from a window, use 
bedding to cushion your fall, don’t jump.

P R O T E C T  Y O U R S E L F
P R O T E C T  Y O U R  H O M E
P R O T E C T  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

How to



Consider a Home Fire Safety Check

Hereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Service & 
Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue both offer free Home Fire 
Safety Checks to residents

What is a Home Fire Safety Check?

A Home Fire Safety Check is a visit to your home by a 
member of Hereford & Worcester Fire or 
Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Community Risk 
team, who will offer fire safety advice to keep 
you and your family safe. The team will also 
install smoke alarms where needed and 
will encourage you  to work out an escape 
plan specific  to your home and 
circumstances. This can be as simple 
as heading down the stairs, knowing 
where your keys are, unlocking the door
 and leaving the property. This can make a 
huge difference if a fire breaks out in your 
home, particularly at night. 

Who can have a Home Fire Safety 
Check?

Home Fire Safety Checks are free and are aimed 
at more vulnerable groups in the community 
including the elderly, people living alone and those 
with reduced mobility or sensory impairment. 
If you think an elderly family member, friend or 
neighbour might benefit from a visit to get in touch 
and request one on their behalf.

How can I arrange a Home Fire Safety 
Check?

Contact Hereford & Worcester Fire Community Risk 
team on 0800 032 1155 for advice, or you can 
contract Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue on phone 
0800 180 4140 to book a Gloucestershire 
Community Safety advisors Safe and Well visit.
As part of our ongoing commitment to fire 
safety Rooftop arrange for Hereford and 
Worcester Fire and Rescue to carry out
fire safety awareness talks, periodically at 
our older people schemes. These talks take 
part of our resident meetings & will also be 
attended by Rooftop Neighbourhood Officers or members of 
the Asset Management Team.
We are happy for any of our residents to attend these 
sessions, even if you do not live in the schemes. Session times 
will be advertised online or you can register your interest in 
attending a session by calling on 01386 420800


